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after-dinner speech, remarked that he had delivered a course of

lectures in the History School in Oxford. He subsequently, being
a lawyer, delivered the identical course, on the State, Sovereignty and the
rest, in the Law School. There was then a shortage of teachers in the
School of Philosophy, Politics and Economics, and he was invited to deliver
a course. “But on what?” he asked. “Just deliver your old course over
again,” was the answer, “it will do.” This easy and, in my opinion, slightly
unprofessional attitude is encouraged by the view of the late Oxford
historian and philosopher, Professor Collingwood, that there is something
to be called “classical political theory,” beginning oddly with Machiavelli
and ending with Rousseau, and that what the students needed was to be
taught “gobbets” of that. If there is at the present time a lethargy of
responsible political thought, not least in Britain, the cause may perhaps be
found in this vicious doctrine, which indicates that all the major issues
have already been stated and the lucid answers given in the past; and that
all that is required now is endless academic gnawing of the small bones of
Kant. Coupled with this retrospectiveness in theory is a tendency, en-
couraged by Professor Denis Brogan, to confound political science with
history. In Canada it seems also, miscalled political economy, to have
fallen into the claws of the economists, and to be put into the pot to make
a Marxian stew.

Further, we all know of the endless and wearisome discussion among
the historians about whether history is a branch of literature, with some
of the imagination knocked out, and whether the job of Clio is to be a Muse
that amuses. We can insist, as does Dr. David Smith of Stanford, that
political theory should be “literary in form” and even provide a unified
philosophical picture. I would add that there sometimes seems, in the joint

815

QUITE RECENTLY the head of an eminent Oxford College, in an



